
As a Christian community, we are truly a “people of the table.”  Here is Kate’s
message from the final Sunday of Lent 3/13/2016.  Let’s be sure to gather around this
table often and with love!  The reading was John 12:1-8.  

“Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith, and 

to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and 

furthering Christ’s mission in all the world?”

This final question of the baptismal rite
asks point blank:  “Do you promise to be
church?”  It is a different kind of question than
all the rest which focus on the individual and
the commitments of his or her heart.  This
question asks about being a committed
member of a community with a particular
mission.  If we are to answer the question
today, as adults who take our promises
seriously, we need to know what it means to be
church.   It is said “There are many things in
this world that you can do by yourself, but
being Christian is not one of them.”  The
Christian requires others to engage with in
order to learn the values of love, patience,
compassion, forgiveness, and service.  It is no
accident that at the very start of Jesus’ ministry,
he began by calling people to walk with him,
building community.  

So, what kind of community did he
build?  We need to look no further than today’s
scripture.  Jesus, as you know, was always
going to someone’s house for dinner, be it
Zacchaeus, or Thomas, or another unwitting
host!  This week he is at the home of friends,
Martha, Mary and Lazarus.  Judas Iscariot was
there, so we can assume that the rest of the
apostles accompanied him.  The early church
began around tables…tables upon which
people ate and drank and around which they
talked and laughed, discussed and disagreed,
and learned.  In fact, our sacrament of
communion was developed as the church got
too big to easily gather all the people around a
table for a full meal.  Originally, communion
was celebrated at homes during meals.  And I
would not be surprised if it was the women
who weekly prepared the meals for the fast
growing church who started the movement for
something simpler!

Our Sunday gatherings are a direct

descendant of this meal at Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus’ house, where the presence of Jesus is
celebrated in a very intimate way.  We cannot
anoint his feet filling this space with the scent
of perfume, but we do celebrate his presence
eating and drinking the gifts of creation
together, filling our sanctuary with the
fragrance of love and welcome. 

Now, we all know that table meals take
a good deal of work.  They always require a
Martha who is serving the food in our scripture
today.  And so whether it is Vicki and Eileen,
the whole of the Hospitality committee, any
number of Lindas, Debs, and Jane, the 8
O’Clock Club, the hosts of Tables of Eight, or
the wonderful people who are making us lunch
today, the preparing and the serving of food has
been a central  ministry of the church since the
beginning.  In fact, the Diaconate began when
it was clear that the apostles could not do it all. 
The apostles’ role was to preach and teach the
Word, now the role of pastors.  The Deacons
were to serve the people, and to make sure that
those who could not be present were served as
well.  This included (and this is important)
service to the poor and to the sick and the
imprisoned.  From the very beginning, being
church meant that everyone would be included
at the table in some way.

And I mean everyone.  One of the
earliest charges against Jesus was that he ate
with everyone!  Prostitutes and sinners and tax
collectors, oh my!  Jesus would eat with the
dregs of society, which according to the
cultural mores of his time, made them one.  To
eat together was to accept each other, deepen in
relationship with one another, take on each
others’ burdens – personal and societal.  Where
and with whom Jesus decided to eat constituted
his primary acts of social justice.  His table
manners spoke loud and clear to his culture of



division and exclusion.  He was always
widening the table.  As Jews are called the
“People of the Book,” I think it appropriate that
Christians be called the “People of the Table.” 
The ever-expanding table.  

Then, of course, there is what happens
at the table.  Yes, people are fed, but it is also
where hearts and minds meet.  A lot is
happening at the table in our scripture today. 
An action is taken, a disagreement breaks out,
and Jesus responds.  I would first like to
comment on the disagreement.  Judas cannot
understand why such expensive perfume was
wasted on Jesus’ feet by Mary rather than sold
and used for the poor.  Now the editorial
comments that John makes about Judas
complaining because he is actually a thief are
just that – editorial comments made to
demonize Judas.  For, after all, his point is
well-taken.  As pundits would say today –
“Thoughtful people could take both sides of the
argument.”  The discussion of how we should
use our resources is a valid one in any
community.  But Jesus recognized Mary’s act
for what it was – a pure act of love.  He accepts
it gratefully as a preparation for his death and
he does not fault her for that.

So, what do we know about “being
church”?  We know that it began as a
movement of table fellowship and continues as
such today.  The open table is a symbol as
well as a practice of gathering in all of God’s
people to be fed and celebrated.  This takes
place around kitchen tables, around
communion tables, around boardroom tables
and other places where decisions are made on
national and global levels whenever the
marginal are invited in and poor and the
oppressed are truly served.  Located in Waldo

County, a place of food insecurity for a large
percentage of the population, this presents a
very real challenge to our church.  

Now, at these tables, we are not always
of one mind.  But as John Wesley was known
to say “Though we can not think alike, may we
not love alike?”  In other words, we are safe
here to speak our minds, hear one another out,
seek common ground, and remain at the table
together.  As long as we share the mission of
widening the welcome table, we can discuss
and even argue about the means and ways to go
about that, for this is how we stretch and learn.

But there is one thing is not optional if
we are to be church.  That is the love with
which we treat one another.  As Jesus said,
“You do not always have me.”  Each one of us
is a unique and irreplaceable creation of God. 
As Mary recognized the inestimable gift that
Jesus was and expressed her love in an open
and striking manner, we too must recognize the
gift of one another and express our gratitude
often.  Yes, we should work for justice for all
beings, for the poor in every place, but that
work should never spring from anger, fear, or
antagonism.  It is the love with which we act
that blesses the action.  

By now, as we near the end of Lent, it
should be clear that our sacrament of baptism is
one of the means by which we widen our table. 
As the water pours and the love of God is
spoken, and the congregation’s love is lavished
upon the baptized, the Spirit dances as the
mission of Christ to open our arms and
embrace each one is again realized.

And so I ask...
Do you promise to come to the table to learn
and grow in this community of faith, opening
your minds and hearts to each other, as we
widen our table in the spirit of Christ in this
place and in every place that we go that all may
be welcome and fed?

Amen!


